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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Natural Resources Conservation
Service

Meadow Branch Watershed; Robeson
County, NC

AGENCY: Natural Resources
Conservation Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice a finding of no
significant impact.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to section
102(2)(C)(C) of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969; the
Council on Environmental Quality
Guidelines (7 CFR part 650); the Natural
Resources Conservation Service, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, gives notice
that an environmental impact statement
is not being prepared for the Meadow
Branch Watershed, Robeson County,
North Carolina.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary T. Kollstedt, State Conservationist,
Natural Resources Conservation Service,
4405 Bland Road, Suite 205, Raleigh,
North Carolina 27609, telephone (919)
873–2101.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
environmental assessment of this
federally assisted action indicates that
the project will not cause significant
local, regional, or national impacts on
the environment. As a result of these
findings, Mary Kollstedt, State
Conservationist, has determined that the
preparation and review of an
environmental impact statement are not
needed for this project.

Structural measures include 41,600
linear feet of channel excavation; 10,300
linear feet of channel clearing and
snagging; 2,400 linear feet of channel
maintenance/restoration; and 15 water
control structures. This will reduce
flood damages on 1,500 acres of
cropland, for 10 limited resource
farmers, and 140 homes. Water
management will be provided for 611
acres of cropland.

The Notice of a Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) has been
forwarded to the Environmental
Protection Agency and to various
federal, state, and local agencies and
interested parties. A limited number of
copies of the FONSI are available to fill
single copy requests at the above
address. Basic data developed during
the environmental assessment are on
file and may be reviewed by contacting
Jacob Crandall, Acting Assistant State
Conservationist for Water Resources at
4405 Bland Road, Suite 205, Raleigh,
North Carolina 27609.

No administrative action on
implementation of the proposal will be

taken until 30 days after the date of this
publication in the Federal Register.

Dated: February 7, 2000.
Mary T. Kollstedt,
State Conservationist.
[FR Doc. 00–3843 Filed 2–16–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–16–M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Rural Housing Service

Notice of Request for Extension of a
Currently Approved Information
Collection

AGENCY: Rural Housing Service, USDA.
ACTION: Proposed collection; comments
request.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this
notice announces the Rural Housing
Service’s (RHS) intention to request an
extension for the currently approved
information collection in support of our
program for Complaints and
Compensation for Construction Defects.
DATES: Comments on this notice must be
received by April 17, 2000 to be assured
of consideration.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Melissa Carter, Management Analyst,
Single Family Housing Direct Loan
Division, RHS, U.S. Department of
Agriculture, STOP 0783, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250–0783,
Telephone (202) 720–1478.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: RD Instruction 1924–F,
‘‘Complaints and Compensation for
Construction Defects.’’

OMB Number: 0575–0082.
Expiration Date of Approval: March

31, 2000.
Type of Request: Extension of a

currently approved information
collection.

Abstract: The Complaints and
Compensation for Construction Defects
program under Section 509C of Title V
of the Housing Act of 1949, as amended,
provides eligible persons who have
structural defects with their Agency
financed homes to correct these
problems. Structural defects are defects
in the dwelling, installation of a
manufactured home, or a related facility
or a deficiency in the site or site
development which directly and
significantly reduces the useful life,
habitability, or integrity of the dwelling
or unit. The defect may be due to faulty
material, poor workmanship, or latent
causes that existed when the dwelling
or unit was constructed. The period in

which to place a claim for a defect is
within 18 months after the date that
financial assistance was granted. If the
defect is determined to be structural and
is covered by the builders/dealers-
contractor’s warranty, the contractor is
expected to correct the defect. If the
contractor cannot or will not correct the
defect, the borrower may be
compensated for having the defect
corrected, under the Complaints and
Compensation for Construction Defects
program. Provision of this subpart do
not apply to dwellings financed with
guaranteed Section 502 loans.

Estimate of Burden: Public reporting
for this collection of information is
estimated to average .26 hours per
response.

Respondents: Individuals or
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
5,000.

Estimated Number of Responses per
Respondent: 1.05.

Estimated Number of Responses:
5,250.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: 1,350 hours.

Copies of this information collection
can be obtained from Brigitte Sumter,
Regulations and Paperwork
Management Branch, at (202) 692–0042.

Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of RHS, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of
RHS’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including a variety of methodology and
assumptions used; (c) ways to enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (d)
ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
Comments may be sent to Brigitte
Sumter, Regulations and Paperwork
Management Branch, US Department of
Agriculture, Rural Development, STOP
0743, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250–0743. All
responses to this notice will be
summarized and included in the request
for OMB approval. All comments will
also become a matter of public record.
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Dated: February 4, 2000.
James C. Kearney,
Administrator, Rural Housing Service.
[FR Doc. 00–3831 Filed 2–16–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–XV–U

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Rural Utilities Service

Freedom Power Station Plant, Notice
of Finding of No Significant Impact

AGENCY: Rural Utilities Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of Finding of No
Significant Impact.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the Rural Utilities Service (RUS),
pursuant to the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969, as amended, the
Council on Environmental Quality
Regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500–1508),
and RUS Environmental Policies and
Procedures (7 CFR Part 1794), has made
a finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI) with respect to a project
proposed by Southwestern Electric
Cooperative, Inc., (SEC) of Greenville,
Illinois. The proposed project consists
of constructing a natural gas-fired
simple cycle, combustion turbine power
generation facility near Wright?s Corner
in Fayette County, Illinois. The primary
purpose of the facility is to meet SEC
peak electrical load . The unit will have
a peak capacity of 45 MW. The facility
will be located on a 1.5 acre tract of land
on the East Side of County Highway 4
approximately six miles north of the
City of Elmo, Illinois. The power
generated from the facility will be
distributed through an existing
transmission line owned and operated
jointly by SEC and Ameren. No
additional construction of the
transmission facility will be required.
Kansas-Nebraska Energy will provide
natural gas fuel for the facility. The
Kansas-Nebraska Energy gas pipeline is
located about 50 feet from the plant site.
RUS may provide financing assistance
to SEC for the project.

RUS has concluded that the impacts
from the proposed project would not be
significant and that the proposed action
is not a major federal action
significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment. Therefore, the
preparation of an environmental impact
statement is not necessary.
FOR FUTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Nurul
Islam, Environmental Protection
Specialist, Rural Utilities Service,
Engineering and Environmental Staff,
Stop 1571, 1400 Independence Avenue,
SW, Washington, DC 20250–1571,
telephone: (202) 720–1414. His e-mail

address is nislam@rus.usda.gov.
Information is also available from Mr.
Joe Richardson, Business Development
and Marketing Manager, SEC, 525 US
Route 40, Greenville, Illinois 62246,
telephone (618) 664–1025.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: RUS, in
accordance with its environmental
policies and procedures, required that
SEC prepare an Environmental Report
(ER) reflecting the potential impacts of
the proposed facilities. The ER, which
includes input from Federal, State, and
local agencies, has been reviewed and
adopted as RUS?s Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the project in
accordance with 7 CFR 1794.41. RUS
and SEC published notices of the
availability of the EA and solicited
public comments per 7 CFR 1794.42. No
comments were received. Based on the
EA, RUS has concluded that the
proposed action will not have a
significant effect to various resources,
including important farmland,
floodplains, wetlands, cultural
resources, threatened and endangered
species and their critical habitat, air and
water quality, and noise. RUS has also
determined that there would be no
negative impacts of the proposed project
on minority communities and low-
income communities as a result of the
construction of the project.

Copies of the EA and FONSI can be
reviewed at the headquarters of SEC and
the RUS, at the addresses provided
above in this notice.

Dated: February 10, 2000.
Lawrence R. Wolfe,
Acting Director Engineering and
Environmental Staff.
[FR Doc. 00–3829 Filed 2–16–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–15–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Foreign-Trade Zones Board

[Docket 3–2000]

Foreign-Trade Zone 148, Knoxville, TN;
Application for Subzone Status,
Matsushita Electronic Components
Corporation of America Plant
(Capacitors, Automotive Audio
Speakers)

An application has been submitted to
the Foreign-Trade Zones Board (the
Board) by the Industrial Development
Board of Blount County, grantee of FTZ
148, requesting special-purpose subzone
status for the electrolytic capacitor and
automotive audio speaker
manufacturing plant of Matsushita
Electronic Components Corporation of
America (ACOM) (a subsidiary of

Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd.,
of Japan), located in Knoxville,
Tennessee. The application was
submitted pursuant to the provisions of
the Foreign-Trade Zones Act, as
amended (19 U.S.C. 81a–81u), and the
regulations of the Board (15 CFR Part
400). It was formally filed on February
10, 2000.

The ACOM plant (40 acres/370,000
sq.ft.) is located within the Forks of the
River Park at 5105 South National Drive,
Knoxville, Tennessee. The facility is
used to produce aluminum electrolytic
capacitors (HTSUS# 8532.22.0020–85),
aluminum etched capacitor foil
(7607.19.1000), and automotive audio
speakers (8518.29.8000), for export and
the domestic market. The production
process involves design, assembly,
testing, and warehousing. Components
purchased from abroad (representing 10
to 100% of overall material value)
include: adhesives (epoxide, phenolic),
cone paper, cushions, dust caps, flexible
wire, eyelets, gaskets, grille, magnets,
plates, fasteners, nets, sub cones,
supporters, dampers, terminals,
tweeters, voice coils, cord assemblies,
aluminum etched foil, ammonium
adipate, electrolyte, aluminum cases
and washers, terminal boards, vent
plugs, vinyl sleeves, insulation boards,
wax, adhesive tape, positive/negative
leads, and separator paper (duty rate
range: free—6.5%).

FTZ procedures would exempt ACOM
from Customs duty payments on the
foreign components used in export
production. On its domestic sales, the
company would be able to choose the
duty rate that applies to finished
aluminum electrolytic capacitors (duty
free), aluminum etched capacitor foil
(5.3%), and automotive audio speakers
(4.9%) for the foreign inputs noted
above. On ACOM’s automotive original
equipment sales, the motor vehicle duty
rate (2.5%) would apply to the finished
automotive audio speakers that are
shipped in-bond to U.S. motor vehicle
assembly plants with subzone status.
The application indicates that subzone
status would help improve the plant’s
international competitiveness.

In accordance with the Board’s
regulations, a member of the FTZ Staff
has been designated examiner to
investigate the application and report to
the Board.

Public comment on the application is
invited from interested parties.
Submissions (original and three copies)
shall be addressed to the Board’s
Executive Secretary at the address
below. The closing period for their
receipt is April 17, 2000. Rebuttal
comments in response to material
submitted during the foregoing period
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